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Charles Mayer, celebrated as a Pianist, Composer and
Teacher, was born at Konigsberg in Prussia on the 21% March,
1799, he settled at St. Petersburg from 1819 to 1845 and
at Dresden from 1850, where he died on the 2% July, 1862.
Owing to the importance of his educational works, he is
destined to exercise a lasting influence upon the development
of the art of Pianoforte-playing. He received his musical edu-
cation from John Field and, therefore, belonged to the Cle-
menti school, of which J. B. Cramer was also a representative.
As Cramer in his »Studies« and Clementi in his »Gradus ad
Parnassume« have laid the foundation of a solid course of
. instruction in the middle and upper grades, so also has Mayer
bequeathed to us excellent teaching material, particularly in
his Op. 168, 305 and 119.

In these sets of Studies he undertakes to place before
the student the many varieties of Pianoforte technique, not
only in its old, but also in its modern forms. Since the
works of Cramer and Clementi, many improvements had
been made in the construction of the Pianoforte, and these,
again, had incited the Virtuosi to the invention of new tech-
nicalities, in order to utilize these improvements in the most
effective manner. Mayer’s Studies, which present these gains
to the educational world, have therefore the historical office
of filling up the great gap which formerly existed between
the Studies of Cramer and Clementi on the one hand and
those of F. Chopin and A. Henselt on the other, so that
through them a gradual progress from the old to the new
style is made possible.

The above remarks shew the place which Mayer's Studies
are called upon to occupy in teaching. Intelligent teachers
have already used them in this manner and with the most
favourable results. That they may become more widely
known, a new edition of them is now published, in which
the Editor has endeavoured to reproduce the text in accor-
dance with modern demands.’

For this purpose it was necessary:

a) To alter, in accordance with modern ideas, the original
text-representation, which in regard to clearness and con-
venience in reading left much to be desired.

b) To divide the text itself into Sentences and Periods
and these, again, into Motives and Sections, in order to en-
sure a correct performance of its contents.

¢) To correct the original Time-signatures in several
places.

d) To fix a suitable tempo by means of metronome
marks.

e) To supply a more modern fingering in many places
where Mayer’s has become obsolete.

f) To shew the manner in which the different musical
ornaments should be played.

g) To revise and complete, according to acoustic prin-
ciples, Mayer's very questionable pedal directions.

The division into Motives and Sections has been effected:

a) By slurs, which require that the last note should be
detached when their ends are separated, and an uninterrupted
legato when their ends are joined.

b) In staccato passages, or where legato and stac-
cato are mingled together, or where there are rests, the
division is indicated either by separating single notes from
the group, or by the limits of the crescendo and dimi-
nuendo signs.

A correct division of the sentences will make their dy-
namical execution apparent, because the nature of such divi- -
sions is that each has a dynamical point of altitude, approach-
ed by a crescendo and followed by 2 diminuendo.
This applies also to the execution of musical Sentences,
hence their Motives and Sections all tend to a common
point of intensity (which is indicated by rinforzando =
strengthening) not only in the Melody but also in the Bass
and harmonic Figuration.

Unaccented beats, syncopations, organ points, harmonic
and melodic dissonances, interrupted or deceptive cadences
as trapsitional modulation, often require special accents, which
are indicated by sf or = . Suspensions are marked with
a line over or under the note of suspension. They are ge-
nerally to be looked upon as special accents and are to be
played, when of a melodic nature, by means of pressures
and a slight extension of their value (in Allegro passages
by accent only) out of the frame of their surroundings.

Capital letters shew the commencement of the Sentences,
Periods, or Parts and are, in studying, to be considered as

' indications of what is to be practised in groups.

Additions made by the Editor (corrected time-measure,
expression and metronome marks) are enclosed -in brackets.

Special care has been given to the establishment of a
rational fingering, upon principles in conformity with modern
advanced Pianoforte technique.

Dresden.
Heinrich Germer,

PRINTED IN GERMANY.
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Charles Mayér, Op. 190.

Triolino-Etude.
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