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THE BRANDENBURGES IN BOHEMIA

AFTER THE DEATH of the great king Premysl Otakar II the positions of
guardian to the Crown Prince Viclav, who was a minor, and of regent of the Kingdom
of Bohemia, were assumed by Otto of Brandeburg, whose troops brutally pillaged the
country. Otto, in his overweeningness, finally had the Crown Prince himself seized and
imprisoned in the castle of Bezd&z. The news of this outrage is brought to the Burgomaster
of Prague, Olbram, at his country seat, by his daughter Ludise‘s lover, a Prague citizen
named Juno$. Olbram hurries off to Prague; but in the meantime another citizen, a
German called Tausendmark who also loves LudiSe, carries off, with the help of the
Brandenburgers, the Burgo master‘s children, and brings them to Prague. Here Ludige
succeeds in escaping, and finds shelter among the people. During a conflict withthe
Brandenburgers, however, she is recaptured; and, coming to Olbram, the crafty, reven-
geful ‘Tausendmark accuses her protector, a vagabond named Jira, of having carried
her off. Poor Jira is brought before the judgement seat and condemned to death. Mean-
while the Brandenburgers have taken LudiSe with them into the country, where they
continue their ravages. A command comes from Otto, however, that his army is to leave
Bohemia within three days. The Brandenburgers have no choice but to obey; but at
least they intend to extort ransom from Olbram for his children, and to this purpose
they send a messenger to Prague. He arrives just in time to prove the innocence of the
condemned Jira and save him from ignominious death. The blindly trustful Burgomaster
nevertheless entrusts the task of ransoming his children to the perfidious Tausendmark,
who uses this opportunity, in concert with the Bran denburgers, to carry Ludise off again
The treacherous plot, however, does not succeed. Tausendmark is waylaid by the Prague
populace, which under the leadership of Juno§ and Jira has marched out to protect the
country people against the Brandenburgers and to free Olbram*s children. Juno§ is reuni-
ted to his LudiSe. Olbram’s children are set free, and with them the liberty of the Kingdom

of Bohemia is restored.
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